WHOLE ISSUE \u3ci\u3eNebraska Bird Review\u3c/i\u3e (March 1973) 41(1) by unknown
University of Nebraska - Lincoln
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Nebraska Bird Review Nebraska Ornithologists' Union
3-1973
WHOLE ISSUE Nebraska Bird Review (March
1973) 41(1)
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev
Part of the Poultry or Avian Science Commons, and the Zoology Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Nebraska Bird Review by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.
"WHOLE ISSUE Nebraska Bird Review (March 1973) 41(1)" (1973). Nebraska Bird Review. 642.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev/642
The Nebraska Bird Review
A Magazine of Ornithology of the Nebraska Region
VOLUME XXXXI MARCH, 1973 NUMBER 1
Published by the
NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION, INC.
Founded 1899
TABLE OF CONTENTS ON BACK COVER
Published quarterly in March, June, September, and December by the Ne-
braska Ornithologists' Union as its official journal and sent free to all mem-
bers who are not in arrears for dues. Subscriptions at $4.00 per volume in the
United States, Canada, and Mexico, and $4.25 in all other countries, payable
in advance. Single numbers, $1.00 each. All dues and sUbscriptions should be
remitted to the Treasurer, Mrs. Sigvald Jensen, Weeping Water, Nebraska
68463. Orders for back numbers should be sent to the Librarian, Dr. Neva
Pruess, University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508. All
manuscripts for publication should be sent to the Editor, R. G. Cortelyou,
5109 Underwood Avenue, Omaha, Nebraska 68132.
Nebraska Bird Review (March 1973) 41(1), WHOLE ISSUE. 
Copyright 1973, Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Used by permission.
2 Nebraska Bird n -viel~v
U·~~_·_~.__>_·..-~·__~~_
-~.~~--~-----~~~----~-~~--_.,
1972 TREASURER'S RfPORT
Casli Invest- Accounts Current Total
-:T:e.nts P"-l.yable Account A:c, bets
Balance January 1, 1972 702.1+2 2,728.38 410.00 3,020.80
RECEIPTS
Member- 119 Ac tive $4 476.00
ships 21 Sustaining 6 126.00
21 Family Active 6 126.00
4 Family Sus-
taining 8 32.00
8 Student 16.00
1 Life 75 75.00 851. 00
Subscrip- 16 Direct 4.00 64.00
tions 22 Agency 3.50 77 .00
Foreign 3.75 3.75 144.75
Miscel- Field cards 16.37
laneous Revised Check-lists 97.00
Supplement to Check-lists 3.10
Review copies 8.00
Birds of Black Hills 22.00
Birds of Dakota Co. 2.00
Occasional paper 113 1.00
Biblio. of Iowa Birds 3.00
Loan of color slides 7.10
Decals 4.50
Interest 152.85
Gift 9.00 325.92
Total receipts 1,168.82 152.85 1,321.67
DISBURSEMENTS
Review Printing 623.25 221. 00
Postage (incl. Newsl tr) 80.00 924.25
Officer's R. G. Cortelyou 50.72
expen- Mrs. Sigvald Jensen 19.40
ditures Mrs. Clyde Johnson 113.71 183.83
(Newsletters)
Miscel- Fidelity bond 10.00
laneous Dues Cards 4.6]
Speaker - spring meeting 100.00
Membership in QEC 35.00 149.61
Total disburse- 1,036.69 221. 00 1,257.69
ments
Gain for year 63.98
Investments to cash 30.77 (30.77)
1971 Aces. Pay. paid (410.00) (410.00)
Tot - 'mbe.r 31, 1972 Lf55.32 2,850.46 221. DO 3,084.78
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1972 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY
Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett
Data on the 1972 nesting season in Nebraska were received from thirty-
nine observers, reporting on seventy-nine species from twenty-three counties.
Counties in the tabulation are listed in a west to east order, with the north-
ernmost of approximately equal locations given first. Numbers represent
Nest Records Cards; letters are from NOU Nesting Report forms: Y repre-
sents young observed; E represents Cowbird eggs found in other nests; CF
represents carrying food; and N represents nests observed for which no
Nest Record Card was submitted. Sixty-foul' Nebraska species were reported
on 541 North American Nest Record Cards; in addition, out-of-state nests
were reported on 17 cards. The counties (with the column numbers
used on the tabulation shown in parentheses) and the contri-
butors were: Adams (14) G. A. Heartwell, E. M. Helzer, L. M.
Ohlman, E. R. Ritchey, O. W. Ritchey, B. E. Wclch; Cherry (5), R.G.
Cortelyou; Clay (15), R. A. Lock, E. O. Percival, E. R. Ritchey; Dawes (2),
R. A. Lock, K. Menzel, Z. Uridil; Douglas (19), R. G. Cortelyou; Frontier
(11), K. Menzel, R. Russell; Garden (4), R. A. Lock, G. M. Shickley, M. M.
Tremaine; Grant (6), Z. Uridil; Hall (13), H. Johnson, W. A. Schleicher, H.
Turner; Howard (12), W. A. Schleicher; Johnson (22), S. Antholz; Lan-
caster (18) R. J. Anderson, E. V. Bennett, S. L. Blackman, J. R. Commers,
K. K. Dimon, N. Haberlan, J. A. Ireland, R. A. Lock, A. A. Myers, J.
M. Nissen, D. C. Pitcher, F. L. Taylor, V. E. Thomas, C. M. Thompson,
C. M. Twedt; Lincoln (9), M. A. Cox, R. A. Lock, M. M. Morton, C. S.
Viehmeyer; McPherson (8), O. S. Bassett; Otoe (21), S. Antholz, E. V.
Bennett; Pawnee (23), J. M. Nissen, C. M. Twedt, C. Wolfe; Perkins (7),
R. A. Lock; Polk (16), L. E. Morris; Sarpy (20), R. G. Cortelyou; Sheridan
(3), Z. Uridil; Sioux (1), R. A. Lock; Thomas (10), C. E. Hoger; York
(17), L. E. Morris.
Contributors of at least 15 Nebraska cards included: R. J. Anderson
(52), O. S. Bassett (26), J. R. Commers (23), N. Haberlan (28), E. M.
Helzers (21), E. O. Percival (38), W. A. Schleicher (31), and F. L.
Taylor (170).
The following 21 Nebraska species which were reported in 1972 were
not reported in the 1971 Nesting Survey (NBR 40:10): Western Grebe, Great
Blue Heron, Golden Eagle, Prairie Faison, Sora, \Villet, American Avocet,
Wilson's Phalarope, Barn Owl, Screech Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Eastern
Phoebe, Bank Swallow, Purple Martin, Long-billed Marsh· Wren, Red-eyed
Vireo, Yellowthroat, Bobolink, Rusty Blackbird, Rufous-sided Towhee, an(i
Brewer's Sparrow.
Twenty-three species reported in the 1971 Survey were not reported in
1972: Green Heron, Trumpeter Swan, Canada Goose, Pintail, Green-wing
Teal, -American Widgeon, Shoveler, Wood Duck, Redhead, Canvasback,
Ruddy Duck, Greater Prairie Chicken, American Coot, Black Tern, Black-
billed Cuckoo, Long-eared Owl, Poorwill, Common Nighthawk, Chimney
Swift, Say's Phoebe, Black-capped Chickadee, Rock Wren, and Warbling
Vireo.
Information of interest was reported by Mary Tremaine concerning
some of the Garden County nests. Seventeen Killdeer nests were found
which were assumed to be second broods. Eleven of these nests were lost to
-Text continued on page 9
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cars because t.hey were too close 1:0 the road. The other six nests were suc-
cessful. Two chicks were hit by cars. TwerU~y-twochicks wel'e. well .0'0 the
way to fledging, Avocets had a V'B'll1f]Wor nesting season clue to stprms al-
most every night and, too much rahh Ne<r.t:ing ducks were fewer than usual.
Dickcissel nests were found this year Grasshopper Sp.arrows were very
abundant. Blackbird numbers we,mdoWIl, especially-tbe YeHow-headed
Blackbird. Species with numbers higher than in previous years included
Bobolinks, Lark Bunting-s,Lark Sparrow$, and Long-billed Curlews.
Frances Taylor found fewer Red-winged Blackbird n..sts than in pre-
vious years. with apparently poor suec.eSs in these nests, The decline in
I111mber is perhaps due in lar~ part. ~, encroaching htd!ding developments in
this particular habitat. Only o.be Brown-headed Cowbird egg' was present in
tMBed-winged Blttekbhd nests. (';i()'W'p;irt'ieggs Werl\ faund in Houge 81)&)'-
I'!O'W, Yellow Warbl~:r. :B~n'$ V'ir$(). and':Meadowlal'knest'l
'thirty-two Great ~lu.e :H.eronnest'S were l'epol'tetl ill .Dawes County
h~ Z. Uridil, and singl~ Bil)ttvenes1is of this species wEl'eohservle"d tnFr<m-
tier County ~y R. Ru.~llell and in aow~rdCo·\lntyby W.A, Schleieher.
.A..ny one who see$evide.n,ceo:fnesting -young, or adult. hirdscarryIng
nesting materia.1,fOOld j or feca\l ,sacs-can submit the in:f<!J,rmatiO"nwithout
the use of a special form, although it will be apprecia.~d If the infdl'mation
is in such form that it can be easily separated byspemes. and county .. This
information will be included in the Nebraska Nesting Survey by letters
rather than numbers.
Anyone who has found, or expects to find, an active nest is invited to
write in for North American Record Cards to use in reporting on the nest
(a separate card for each nest except for colonial nesting species).
Cards, instruction sheets and Laboratory of Orinthology Nest Survey
Newsletters may be obtained from Dr. Esther Bennett, 600 S. 33rd Street,
Lincoln, Nebraska 68510. Completed cards should be returned to Dr. Bennett
by 1 October 1973 for the information to be included in the annual report.
If persons wish to send information after that date it will be appreciated
and sent to Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, but it will not he possible to
include it in the state summary.
-City Naturalist, Lincoln
1972 CHRISTMAS COUNT
Eighty-two species were reported in the 1972 Christmas counts from
seven localities, and two other species were reported as present during the
count period, but not recorded on the count itself. This is a reductions from
the ninety-nine species reported from ten localities in the 1971 counts, with
five other species present but not recorded. Rock Doves were excluded both
years, in accordance with the rules for the counts. The eighty-two this year
treats "Meadowlark sp," as including some Eastern Meadowlarks; last
year both species were definitely identified, but the experts who could identi-
fy them by their call notes did not participate in the counts this year. This
year's total of 70,853 is well below the 122,125 reported last year. About
43,000 of the difference comes in Snow and Blue Geese (Omaha and Indian
Cave) and Mallards (Scottsbluff); Starlings were down about 2,000, mostly
from Lincoln; House Sparrows were down about 2,000 each at Lincoln and
Indian Cave, with an increase of about 2,000 in Omaha. Horned Larks were
up about 2,000, mostly at Hastings. Other changes, both up and down, were
- Text continued on page 12
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Scotts- Whit- Kear- Hast- Grand Lin- Omaha Total
bluff ney ney ings Is. coIn
Canada GODS e 8 74 H 82
Snow Goose
Mallard 46,410 89 14 130 451 47,094
Common Merganser 10 3 13
Goshawk 2
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2
Cooper's Hawk 2 2
Red-tailed Hawk 8 19 29
Rough-legged Hawk 3 3
Ferruginous Hawk 3 3
Golden Eagle
Bald Eagle 2
}larsh Hawk 2 2 2 2 9
Sparrow Hawk 3 3 2 17 26
Sharp-tailed Grouse
Bobwhite 21 5 H 2 2 23 53
Ring-necked Pheasant 3 10 13 28 36 92
Killdeer H 2 3
Common Snipe 2 2 5
Mourning Dove 2 59 61 123
Monk Parakeet 2 2
Screech Owl 5 5
Great Horned Owl 2 10 15
Barred Owl 4 4
Belted Kingfisher 2 2 8
Flicker 14 5 2 4 9 122 156
Red-bellied Woodpecker 2 3 5 60 71
Red-headed Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
Hairy Woodpecker 2 4 2 8 26 43
Downy Hoodpecker 9 8 14 10 8 166 216
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Scotts- Whit- Kear- Hast- Grand Lin- Omaha Total
bluff ney ney ings Is. coIn
Horned Lark 183 10 2,500 65 103 262 3,123
Blue Jay 16 3 15 91 72 198
Black-billed Magpie 35 4 14 2 19 74
Connnon Crow 5 3 278 112 36 257 115 806
Black-cappped Chickadee 13 4 9 19 21 73 438 577
Mountain Chickadee 2 2
Tufted Titmouse 113 113
White-breasted Nuthatch 2 2 3 2 2 11 150 172
Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 5 10 3 21
Brown Creeper 2 4 3 13 23
Winter Wren 5 5
Carolina Wren 2 2
Brown Thrasher 2 3
Robin 49 156 2 210
Hermit Thrush H
Eastern Bluebird 10 10 20
Townsend's Solitaire H 9 9
Golden-crowned Kinglet 3 17 21
Ruby-crowned Kinglet H
Water Pipit 128 128
Bohemian Waxwing 50 50
Cedar Waxwing H 31 7 38
Northern Shrike 2
Loggerhead Shrike 2
Starling 193 509 1,000 174 365 1,407 3,648
House Sparrow 268 182 800 81 1,578 4,092 7,001
Meadowlark sp. 578 332 910
Western Meadowlark 8 3 300 180 491
Red-winged Blackbird 2 12 20 34
Rusty Blackbird 27 28 55
Brewer's Blackbird 5 75 80
12 Nebrasl Bird Review
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Cornmon (
Scotts- hThi.t- Kear- Hast- Grand Lin-
bluff ney ney ings Is. coln
IS
Om
49
127
Total
68
175
Ca.rdi: 1
Evening
Purple. F
House Finch
Pine Siskin
American - Idfindl
Red Cross ..L..L
Rufous-sided Tow
Slate-colored June:)
Oregon Junco
Tree Sparro~J
Harris f SparrmiJ
White-crowned Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Fox Sparro"t-!
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrc
Song Sparro"r
Lapland Longspur
Chestnut-collared Longspur
Species reported
Present but not seen
2
15
99
9
8
33
4
12
50
14
5
6
23
58
23
10
42
20
25
f8
H
385
200
11
175
35
5
2
20
71
2
28
13
34
6' )
3
119
135
10
41
207
H
115
6
862
21
2
6
72
65
2
L._.)
51
77
63
214
2.
1,618
24
1,606
390
10
2
6
103
175
50
82
2
Individuals reported 47,528 84 1,573 5,762 856 4,562 10,488 70,853
(left) to east
present during
less than 1,000 per species. Of the counts including Flickers, Grand Island
reported only Yellow-shafted! while Hastings reported only Red-shafted,
with YeHow-shafted present but not seen. Scottsbluff reported 2 Yellow-
shafted and 12 Red-shafted, Kearney 4 and 1, Lincoln 8 and 1, and Omaha
120 and 2.
The columns are arranged in an approximate west
(right) order. The symbol "H" is used to indicate a species
the count period not observed on the count day.
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Grand Island, date not given. 7 observers. 11 ° below, wind 15 mph.
Snow on the ground. Bill Schleicher (reporter).
Hastings, December 16. A fifteen-mile diameter circle with its center
south of town, 1.5 miles south of Highway 6 and .5 miles east of Highway
281, which includes the city parks, Parkview Cemetery, Crystal Lake Recrea-
tion Grounds, fields and pastures, woodlands along the Little Blue River,
and lagoons west of Glenvil. Clear, wind cairn, _4° to 15°, ponds and lagoons
frozen, river open, heavy snow covel'. Six observers in 3 parties, 6 observers
at feeding stations. Party hours 14, 3 by foot, 11 by car; party miles 165,
2 on foot, 163 by car. :\11's. A. A. Alberts, Mrs. George Anderson, Miss
Geraldine Heartwell, 1Irs. Wm. Helzer, Mrs. Ray Horrigan, Allen Mefford,
Burton Nelson, Mrs. O. W. Ritchey (reporter), O. W. Ritchey, Mrs. David
Rose, Miss Berniece Welch, Mrs. Ronald ·Whitaker.
Kearney, December 27. A fifteen-mile diameter circle, centered at
the Platte River bridge south of town, including Kearney Cemetary, Cotton-
mill Lake, Odessa bridge, Kearney bridge area, Fort Kearney State Park
area, Minden 1-80 interchange area, Schrack's woods, and connecting streets
and roads. Parks and cemetery 25 eli, river bottomlands 50 %, roadsides 25 %.
8 AM to noon, 1 PM to 5 PM; clear to slightly cloudy; wind northwesterly,
calm to 5 mph; 32° to ;")0°; ground open except for snow patches, river about
33 ( open. Five observen in 1 party. Party hours 8, 5 on foot, 3 by car;
party miles 91, 5 on foot, 86 by car. George W. Brown, Marian G. Brown,
Jack Unbehaun, Lorraine Unbehaun, John C. W. Bliese (compiler).
Lincoln, December 17. A fifteen-mile diameter circle, centered at 14th
and Coddington. 8 AM to 5PM, clear, wind SSW 0 to 25 mph, 6° to 27°,
6 inches snow cover. Fifteen observers in 4 parties. Party hours 35, 18 by
foot, 17 by car; party miles 274, 18 by foot, 256 by car. Bryce Anderson,
Cindy and David Cochrane, James Commers, Shirley Doole, Everett and
Mildred Gross, Ellen and Ralph Harrington (reporter), Norma Johnson,
Rosalind Morris, Mabel and John Ott, Dorothy and Florence Wilson.
Omaha, December 16. A fifteen-mile diameter circle centered at Offutt
Base Lake (about 3 miles north of the junction of the Platte
and Missouri Rivers) to include Fontenelle Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa)
State Park, and portions of the Platte and Missouri Rivers. Deciduous
growth 30%, field and pasture 45%, roadsides 20%, water 5%. 7 AM to
5: 30 PM. Morning clear, afternoon partly cloudy; _7° to 17°; wind SE 3 to
11 mph; lakes and ponds frozen, rivers and streams open; snow cover 4
inches. Forty-five observers in 12 parties. Party hours 105, 44 on foot, 61
by car; party miles 403, 45 on foot, 358 by car. Rose Anderson, Brian Arm-
strong, Tanya Bray, Donald E. Brown, Diane and John Burlett, Dan Cas-
sidy, Hal Chase, Graham Chisholm, Evelyn Conrad, James Delehant, Micheal
Gawerecki, Ruth Green, Janet Greer, Mary Harberg, C. E. Heaney Jr.,
Micheal Heaney, Phil Hesler. Thomas Hoffman, Clyde and Emma Johnson,
Diane Jones, Teta Kain, Steve LaRiviere, Glenn LeDioyt, Robert LoPresti,
James Malkowski, Dean Mathison, Bruce and Marian Meier, M. C. Morse Jr.,
Barbara and Loren Padelford, Albert Peterson, Marie Pluta, Kenneth Seger,
Roger Sharpe, E. Thomas Stacey, Robert Starr, Carl Swanson, Mary Tre-
maine, Bob Vondrasek, Melba Wigg (reporter), Gertrude Wood, James
Zahller. Tape recordings of Screech Owls were used to call up owls. The
Monk Parakeets are discussed in another article in this issue.
Scottsbluff, December 29. A fifteen-mile diameter circle centered on
the bridge across the North Platte River at South Broadway, to include
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Scottsbluff and Gering. 7 AM to 4 :30 PM. Light snow, 18° to 33°, wind NW
at 15 to 20 mph. Six observers in 3 parties, plus 10 bird feeder watchers.
Mrs. Jessie Acker, Mrs. M. A. Banghart, Mr. and Mrs. Dave Hughson, and
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Witschy (reporter). The Mountain Chickadees and the
female Cardinal has been visiting feeders for the past three months.
Whitney (Dawes County), December 31. Ellen Cartwright.
LOUISIANA HERON IN CLAY COUNTY
The Louisiana Heron (Hydronassa tricolor) is considered accidental in
Nebraska (Rapp et al., 1958) with only one record of its occurrence to be
found in the literature (Black, 1941). I was therefore, somewhat cautious
of a report of this species that I received from Van Remsen of Lakewood,
Colorado during August of 1971. Mr. Remsen observed an adult Louisiana
Heron at close range at a waterfowl production area four miles south and
one mile east of Clay Center (Section 19, T-6N, R-6W, Clay County) on 7
August 1971. The following details were supplied by Mr. Remsen (pel's.
comm.) in response to my request for substantiating information on his
identification: The Heron was "instantly recognized as this species, having
just photographed one at Barr Lake, near Denver, for Colorado's first au-
thenticated record". The heron was first observed "as it flushed from the
edge of the marsh about .50 yards away", where Mr. Remsen was first
"struck by the long thin bill and neck and the overall slenderness. It was
approximately the size of a Snowy Egret and definitely smaller than a Great
Blue Heron. The overall coloration was blue-gray with rusty patches on the
shoulder area and head. The breast and belly were pure white. A white
streak ran from chin to breast on the throat. The bill was two toned darke]'
at the tip". In the company of Jim Ells of the Denver Wildlife Research
Center (USFWS) Mr. Remsen "observed the same individual again about
ten minutes after it first appeared and watched it carefully until it landed
out of sight about 100 yards away. Remarkably the same bird, or perhaps an-
other one was later seen flying due east at a marsh about two miles due
east of the first location".
This appears to be the third record of this species for Nebraska. Black
(1933) reported a bird in juvenal plumage from Kearney County which
was shot 11 September 1924 on a pond just across the Platte River south of
Kearney. This date was later corrected (Black, 1941) to 14 November 1918;
quite a late date for heron migration. There apparently is also an adult fe-
male specimen in the A.M. Brooking collection taken near Inland, Clay Coun-
ty on 10 August 1918 (the tag notes that the year is not certain). This
specimen is interesting in that it was collected not far from Remsen's dis-
covery and at the same time of the year.
Although this species breeds in southeastern United States (A.O.U.,
1957), its post breeding dispersal is quite extensive. Bent (1926) notes that
it has been recorded as far north as Winnepeg, Manitoba. There is one speci-
men record and several sight records in the eastern part of Kansas (John-
ston, 1965). The species is considered an accidental, transient summer visitor
in Missouri (Easterla and Anderson, 1967). One of the years in which this
species wandered widely se'ems to be 1971, for in addition to Mr. Remsen's
observations in Nebraska and Colorado, there were also observations made in
north Texas, central Oklahoma, and central Kansas (Williams, 1971). The
Louisiana Herons observed at Cheyenne Bottoms in Kansas were first seen
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on 12 July and were present until 23 August; reaching a peak of six birds on
30 July (Boyd, 1971). These records seem to add credence to Palmer's (1962)
statement that this species is "becoming more common inland during post-
breeding dispersal" and may indicate that chances of seeing this heron again
in Nebraska in the near future are very good.
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MONK PARAKEETS IN OMAHA
On 29 November Hl72 the Audubon Society of Omaha received a call
about two parrot-sized birds building a nest in the yard of Mr. and Mrs.
Tom Binder, 5101 South 20th, Omaha. According to the Binders, the birds
arrived 28 October 1972 and since then have resided in a tall spruce tree in
the Binder's front yard, and eat sunflower seeds and raisins at their feeder.
We went to identify them and found two parrot-like birds, ten to tewelve
inches long, working on their large twig nest. While we were there the Qirds
flew in and out several times in search of twigs from shrubs and trees in the
neighborhood. The birds had a flesh-colored beak, and were light grey on the
forehead,throat, and breast, lemon yellow on the belly, green on the back.
The .under-wings were blue-green, the tail and primaries in the wings were a
very dark blue-green.
The prime sources used in identifying the birds as Monk Parakeets
(Myopsitta monaehlls) (also called Quaker Parakeet and Green Parrot) were
made available to us by the Henry Doorly Zoo. They are Parrots and Related
Birds, H. J. Bates and R. L. Busenbark (written description), and Grzimek's
Animal Life Encyclopedia, Vol. 8, Birds II (color plate). In addition to the
description of its appearance, Parrots and Related Birds says that the Quaker
is prolific, gregarious, and is one of the few species of parrot-like birds which
builds a nest.
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Articles on the Monk Parakeet have appeared in National Observer 6
January 1973, Parade Magazine 10 December 1972, and Purple Martin News
29 November 1972. The birds were known to be breeding in the wild in New
York City (approximately 2,500), Massachusetts, and New Jersey, but theses
recent articles indicate that numbers are also showing up in Michigan and
Wisconsin. There is considerable debate mounting between ornithologists over
the desirability of these birds becoming established in the wild in the United
States.
In their native Argentina, where some nests measure thirty feet long
and fifteen feet high and house as many as fifty pairs, they have become a
menace to fruit and grain crops. After exhausting other measures of Con-
trol Argentina declared a bounty on the Monk Parakeet and a million and a
half were destroyed with no effect.
If you know of any other Monk Parakeets living in the wild, please send
a report to the U. S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service,
Washington, D. C.
-Barbara and Loren Padelford, Omaha
The Padelfords took time out from preparations for their move to Ot-
tawa, Canada, to supply this information. Since it was written the March
1973 issue of Yankee Ma,gazine has appeared with an article on Monk Para-
keets, including a statement that most of the wild Monk Parakeets in the
U. S. are believed to have come from a crate of the birds which split open
when it fell from a truck at Kennedy Airport, New York, in 1967.
Mrs. Binder said that the birds apparently abandoned the nest about
the middle of March, when the Grackles returned (the Parakeets had taken
over a Grackle nest), but that the Parakeets had returned at intervals, the
last visit being about 7 April (this was on 18 April). A pair of Parakeets
was reported seen in Bellevue, about three miles south, in the middle of
March, and one was seen by Mrs. S. A. Perkins on 13 April at her home
near 52 and Poppleton, Om~ha, about three miles northwest of the Binder's.
Mrs. Binder is sorry that the birds have moved, because she enjoyed
them, and although they are noisy she prefers them to Starlings and Grack-
les. They did not fight with other birds at her feeder, but shared it with
other species. In spite of their reported addiction to fruit, they preferred
seeds from the feeder to fruit that Mrs. Binder put out for them. Mr. Bob
Paskach of the Omaha World-Herald used the Binder's house as a blind to
take the picture, and the window pane caused some loss of clarity. -Ed.
SUMMER RECORDS OF THE SHORT-BILLED
MARSH WREN IN NEBRASKA
The Short-billed Marsh Wren (Cistothorus platensis) is regarded as "an
uncommon migrant in the eastern third of the state" and as "a rare breeder
in suitable marshes in the eastern quarter" (Rapp et a!., Revised check-list
of Nebraska birds, 1958). Although this wren is noted quite frequently in
the fall and spring migration reports published in the Nebraska Bird Review,
there is virtually nothing to be found on its breeding distribution in the
state. Bruner et a!., (A preliminary review of the birds of Nebraska, 1904,
Klopp & Bartlett Co.) note that Samuel Aughey found a nest in a marsh
in Dixon County in 1867, and that nests had been found at West Point
in Cuming County and at Lincoln in Lancaster County. The latter ne'st was
in a tract of marshy hay land and sloughs north of Salt Lake (now Capital
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Beach) and was not found until 28 August 1902 when it had long been
empty (Wolcott,R.H., Proc. N.O.D. III p.l08, 1902). Stephens (The birds of
Dakota County, Nebraska, N.O.D. Occas. Paper No.3, 1957) lists this species
as a summer resident of uncertain abundance in Dakota County but gives
only one record 19 May 1917) and this may have been a migrant. A recent
record by Einemann (NBR 40: 48, 1972) near West Point on 6 August 1971
may have been breeding birds. Nesting reports in the Nebraska Bird Review,
initiated in 1956 and carried through in their same form until 1965 revealed
no nests or young of the Short-billed Marsh Wren. The nest record card
program in use since that time has produced no records. The following notes
on summer occurrences and breeding of the Short-billed Marsh Wren accumu-
lated during the past three years will hopefully alleviate some of the gaps
in our knowledge of the breeding distribution of this species in Nebraska.
On 9 June 1970, I discovered a Short-billed Marsh Wren in a marshy
tract of land bordering D .S. highway 281 about 10 miles north of Bartlett,
Nebraska (SE %, Section 28, T-241\, R-llW, Wheeler County). This area
consists of several small sloughs with cattail, cord grass, and reed canary
grass (Phalaris arwu]illacea) growing around them, and low wet meadows
of grasses and sedges between them. There were several sing-ing
males present and their behavior indicated that they were definitely on ter-
ritory. One wren was observed carrying nesting material but it was evidently
in the early stages of construction because no nest could be found, despite
a thorough search of the area.
On 24 June 1971, I was conducting a breeding bird census in northeast-
ern Nebraska about three miles SSW of \Vinnebago when I heard the calls
of a Short-billed Marsh Wren. Although I could not stop at the time, I
marked the location on my map ( SE %, Section 22, T-26N, R-83E, Thurston
County) and came back to the spot after I finished the census route. There
were two pair of wrens present in a low wet area paralleling a small creek.
After carefully watching one of the adult birds which was carrying food,
I was able to locate a nest. It was in a dense growth of sedges (Carex sp.)
only several inches off the ground and contained five young wrens. They
were still naked, with very little feather development and could not have
been more than a few days old. One small white egg was still in the nest
and may have been infertile because it was not cracked and showed no em-
bryonic development. I watched the adults feeding the young for about a half
hour before leaving the site.
On 17 July 1971, I heard the calls of this species while passing a mea-
dow about four miles south and three miles east of Clay Center, Nebraska
(Section 21, T-6N, R-6W, Clay County). Several males were actively de-
fending territories and one bird that I observed appeared to be an immature
wren which was giving food calls. No nests of this species were found after
a search of the grass and sedge meadow but several adults were noted
carrying food into the vegetation. Long-billed Marsh Wrens were observed
near-by in areas of cattail marsh and standing water, but the two species
of wrens seemed to be segregated by the vegetation.
On 8 July 1972, I located several Short-billed Marsh Wrens on the
North 27th Street Marsh about four miles north of Lincoln (Section 19,
T-llN, R-7E, Lancaster County). These birds were definitely on territory
but no active nests or young could be found despite repeated searches
throughout the summer. Several dummy nests were located however which
presented the possibility that the wrens were nesting and I just couldn't find
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them. This \';,U the first time in three years that I had seen this species
hC'l'e in SUrllJ1H'1' and 1t nlft;'T be related to the variable ,vater levels in this
very shallow hody of 1.vate,·. The water was comparatively high this year
with accompanyinl(' luxuriant veg·etation. This appears to be the first evi-
dEnce of breeding of the Shurt-billed Marsh \Vren in Lancaster County in
over 70 years.
Calvin L. Cink
Dc fJ(t1·tmcnt of Zoology
The University of Nebraska Lincoln
NOTES
PRAIRIE FALCONS. I saw three or four Prairie Falcons between
20 and 30 November, but haven't seen one since (1;') January 1(73).
-Lee lvIo, , is, Benedict
On 6 01' '7 June 1D'72 Larry D. Robinson, of the U. S. Forest Service,
and Dc·ris Gates and Mrs. Cheryl \Vcedon visited a Prairie Falcon (Falco
IIIct:icanus) nest on Forest Service land southeast of Chadron (Sec. Fi, T.
;j2N., R. 48\\'), and saw three eggs. Both parents were extremely aggres-
sive a,3 the observers approached the nest. On 29 August Mr. Robinson,
George Hetzel, and Kathleen Russell, an of the Forest Service, visited the
nest and found two of the eggs unhatched. Photographs taken at the time
of the first visit (which the printer thought would not reproduce well)
indicate that the nest was near the top of a small butte, above the tops
of the tops of the sUJTounding trees. The nest was a scrape on the floor
of a small, shallow cave, and almost at the back.
SORAS. I found two Som3, POI',wnu cal'olinct, de-ad on roads in Gage
County on 23 Aug'ust H172. One was six miles east and three miles south of
Beatrice, and the other within the Beatrice city limits. I prepared both as
study skins and will deposit both in the l:niversity of Nebraska State Muse-
um. Both were maj,-" the first in adult plumage (but with non-pneumatized
skull) and with little fat, and the second a moderately fat immature. There
are few records of Soras in the county and it seems a remarkable coincidence
to find two road-killed individuals of such an inconspicious species in two
locations. Perhaps a substantial wave of Soras had passed through in the
preceding nig'h t.
- Kent J". Fiala
Uui'vcl'sity of Jlichigan, Ann Arvol' 48104
Department of Zoology
SNOWY PLOVER. Snowy Plovers were seen at the salt flat on 27th
Street north of Lincoln on 13 August 1972 (Loren and Barbara Padelford),
1;') August (Mrs. Padelford, Mrs. Teta Kain, and Mrs. Melba Wiig), and
19 August (MI'. and Mrs. Padelford and Fr. Thomas Hoffman). There
was one bird present on the first two dates, and two birds present on the
last date. On 19 August we noted the following field marks: The legs
seemed lighter than indicated in Peterson or Robbins-Bruun-Zim, but they
definitely were not yellow but gray, and they were easily compared with the
yellow legs of several Semipalmated Plovers which were also present. The
dark mark behind the eye was noted. This is not easy to be sure of when
there are no Piping Plovers for comparison, but comparisons with the il-
lustrations in Robbins-Bruun-Zim and Pough·Eckelberry made us feel that
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the marks we saw were closer to the face pattern of the Snowy than that of
the Piping Plover. The clincher was the tail pattern in flight which, as the
illustrations in Robbins-Brunn-Zim make clear, are quite different, even
though the text does not comment on it. Neither Pough nor Peterson's East-
ern Guide comment on or note this difference, but Peterson's Western Guide
does call attention to it on p. 107. Our birds clearly had the dark center
feathers and white outer tail feathers of the Snowy Plover. The color of the
bill was black, but we did not note particularly the thinness of the bill.
-Thomas A. Hoffman, Omaha
SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER. On 8 September 1972, a bright
late-summer day, I was driving home from school when I sighted a large,
active flycatcher three miles northwest of Cook, in Otoe County. With the
aid of 7 x 50 binoculars I determined that it was a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher,
Zlcluscivora forficata. It perched on light wires and on the topmost branches
of pines and elms between flights after insects. Barn Swallows and Eastern
Kingbirds were teasing it. This is the first time I have seen a Scissor-tailed
Flycatcher.
-Sam Antholz, Cook
VARIED THRUSH. A male Varied Thrush was spotted in the 2300
block of North Sixty-second Street, Omaha, on 20 November 1972 by Mrs.
Darrell Beightol. It was found dead on 24 November and the specimen was
given to Dr. Roger Sharpe of the University of Nebraska at Omaha for their
collection.
- Melba Wigg, Omaha
